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Allston-Brighton Open Space Flan 
DRAFT 
INTRODUCTION 
MONTEXT FOR FLAN 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

For several decades, Boston’s parks and recreation facili- 
ties-—-including those in Allston-Brighton-—-have suffered from 
lack of funds, poor maintenance, and vandalism. Fenovation 
efforts are naw underway throughout to correct for years of 
neglect. Along with the renovation of city-owned parks is the 
need for adequate and sngoing maintenance programs. Poorly 
maintained parks discourage use. Parks that are not well used 
become targets for vandalism. It is important that renovation 
projects take intm account the need to impreve the quality of the 
recreational experiences of park users. The rensvaticon and 
proper maintenance of public parks in Allston-Brighton will 
result in open spaces that are more enjoyable to use. 

In addition to public open spaces, there are a number of 
privately-swned open spaces in Allston-Brighton. These open 
spaces--the urban wilds--offer areas for passive recreation and 
enjoyment of nature. The real estate boom of recent years has 
prompted increased development throughout Boston. The 
significant rise in real estate values has made it more desirable 
for land owners ta develop their properties. A number of the 
privately-owned open spaces in Allston-Brighton are attractive 


sites for development and the possibility exists that same 
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development may be proposed on these lands in the future. As a 
community resource, the loss of these open spaces would have a 
Significant negative effect on the quality of life in Allston- 
Brighton. Should development occur on any of the privately-owned 
open spaces, the coammunity would lose part of the neighborhood’s 
tatal open space. Open space, public my private, 1s an important 
amenity which is a contributing factor to the quality of life in 
a cammunity. 

Open space is valued by residents of Allston-Brighton as an 
impartant amenity which helps define the character of the 
neighberhood. Because of the importance of open space ta 
neighbserhood residents, any decisions which affect the amount and 
character of the neighberhesd’s apen space should be made only in 
mansultation with the cammunity. 

Neighberhoaad parks serve a number af local open space needs. 
Parks provide places where people can be outdoors and enjoy the 
natural surroundings. Access to public open space is of special 
importance to persons who doa nat have access tm a private yard. 
Parks provide lecations for people to get toagether for social 
interaction. Sperts activities and picnics are examples of park 
uses that promote social interaction. Parks also are important 
factors in promoting good health. Athletic fields and equipment 
previde oppeartunities for neighborhood residents toa improve their 
health through sports or other active park uses. 

Preservation of natural areas within an urban setting 


enriches the urban fabric by allowing for greater diversity in 
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the overall envireanment which constitutes the neighborhood. 
Several of the urban wilds in Allston-Brighton are on hills. Due 
ta their praminent leacations the urban wilds are important 


features in the physical appearance of the neighborhood. 


B0AL AND OBJECTIVES 

Open space is an important component of a cammunity’s 
quality of life. Our goal is to ensure that all residents of 
Allston-Brighton have reasenable access to open spaces which meet 
their active and passive open space and recreational needs. 

In support af this goal, the following objectives have been 

established for the Allstan-Brighton Open Space Flan. 
Ls Protect and improve the quality of existing public open 

spaces. 
«=. Preserve the urban wilds sites in Allston-Brighton. 
Identify need for and lecation of patential additional open 
space resources for Allston-Brighton. 
4. Imprave access to, and utilization af, the Charles Fiver and 


the Reservation by Allsten-Brighton residents. 


a. Ensure meaningful community participation in decisions 
affecting open space in Allston-Brighton. 
HISTORY 


G3 


ni 


Oot) 4) 4G i) feat mera 


There wide 74 needs 1 Dye BI ad ohmsn6 





a 7 = cee a Jes 
on} Oa Ry ; ~ : aa! 
4 y ‘ 
ta J ; i i U ¥ py Le 
7, i) 1 Le } 
\ u 
x t 
\ 
. ’ : 
fi Ps 

é ” 




















Nid gery Sad See He PewesD Mulbrie JPR NI ae i SeriaeMe 


ir athe BYR -—rebes ELA tee eed oy eet BIR x. ce 


avin eR ero ehe deel “iain | GUL 
a ; 


i s 
7 P ; , , , ae 
js 3 otdtanaacne fankeenie® oat nd oe eae 






; y be a 
Ga ay. Qua 
if ari 13 7 $i — Oi) 3 Ee w= I a a 
‘e (ieee wt Bi Peop ol 2.2. Vee) 
7. yah} 
a - aS SL Ceres ) PV OFT repr iys } 
a 45: : ‘ 
7 
ey 
& DEGH mm eyvieeat fire soy Ein | 
» * 
' * ¥ . 
iy » P ng FA ; a - F vit +t * YO: A 
Ciw j BG 0) (a~atei ta ’ 
‘ th 


7s 


W- (RETA ING POT ke SOE ae ary: ee 


. [ebenetog tur meage oe tot toshie tine vai Guna 
ean iy re 
“e 


vo dig aierie Je tease as ome 


ne ey ir “ 


eb 


Aa Veta Lee + ree 42 najet tas Sa thok TRY 
Fs Se ed on AID, atgnsciene 
isiokem tains wi. ae rede ox 





EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The papulation of Allston-Brighton has been increasing in 
recent years and is expected ta continue to increase over the 
next decade. The neighborhood population in 1985 was 68,4135. 
Population projections put the papulation af Allston-Brightan at 
74,000 in 1990 and 77,000 in the year 2000. This cantinuing 
increase in population will result in a greater population 
density in the neighbeorheed. Greater density will create more 
demand for open space and make open space a mare valuable 
neigqhborhasd amenity. Ta meet the aspen space and recreation 
needs of an increasing population, an increase in the amount of 
open space accessible ta the public will be needed. 

Allstan-Brighton has ZO city-owned parks and squares which 
have a combined total area of B82 acres. Along the Charles Fiver 
and surrounding the Chestnut Hill Reservoir are 170 acres of open 
space owned by the Metropolitan District Commission (MDC). In 
addition to these publicly-owned open space and recreation areas 
are 101 acres of privately owned urban wilds sites which play a 
major role in the current composition of the neighborhood. The 
urban wilds sites serve as natural buffers between varisus 
developed areas of the neighborhood and as such are Valued fir 
their natural and aesthetic contributions to an otherwise urban 
neighberhoaod. In the open space survey conducted at the PZAL 
Fair, the top three open spaces listed as "most important" were 
all urban wilds sites. 


There are 280 acres of public open space in Allstan-— 
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Brighton. In addition ta park lands, this figure includes 


schoolyards, cemeteries, and community gardens. 


ANALYSIS 

[In 1985, the amount of public open space in Allstoan-Brighton 
was 4.1 acres per 1,000 persoans. As the population of Allstan- 
Brighton increases over the next decade fram 68,000 to 77,000, 
the open space ratio will decrease from 4.1 to 3.6 acres per 
1,000 persons if no additional public open space is acquired. 

The open space ratic is different for certain sub-areas of 
Allsten-Brightean. Subdividing the neighbor hood ints the Neigh- 
bearhoaad Statistical Areas used by the U.S. Census Bureau in 1980 
results in the following apen space ratias: 


Acres per 


Allstian Bets 
Brighton EEN 
Commonwealth 4.4 
Allston-Brightan t.1 


The large MDC properties along the Charles Fiver and at the 


Thestnut Hill Reservoir distort the open space ratios for 


Allstan and Cammoanwealth. If the MDC properties are remeaved and 
manly city-owned open space is considered, the open space ratios 
ares 


Acres per 


Allstan 1.6 
Brightan et 
Commanwealth i. 3 
Allston-Brighton 1.6 
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The public open space ratio for all of Allston-Brighton in 1985, 
excluding MDC lands, is 1.6 acres per 1,000 persens. The MDC 
lands provide substantial amounts of open space in Allstoan-— 
Brighton. However, the MDC lands are not within easy access of a 
large number of Allstan-Brighton residents. 

The National Recreation Association recommends an overall 
community standard of 10 acres of open space per 1,000 persons. 
The City of Boston has been using a desired open space ratio of § 
acres per 1,000 persans. For Allstoan-Brightoan, two levels of 
standards may be appropriate. For the total public open space 
ratio, a standard of 5S acres per 1,000 persons would include 
neighborhood parks and larger regional open spaces such as the 
MDC’s Charles River Reservation and Chestnut Hill Feservoir. 
Another standard may be used to determine the appropriate amount 
of open space within the neighborhood. This local standard would 
be less than the overall standard, perhaps in the range af 2 to 4 
acres per 1,000 residents, and reflect the amount of city-owned 
mpen space that would be desirable in Allstoan-Brighton. 

Allston-Brighton has six parks that can be classified as 
Playfields. These parks range in size from 4 to 14 acres. Total 
combined acreage of the playfields equals 54 acres. Standards 
for playfields recommend 1 1/4 acres for every 1,000 persons. In 
1985 the amount of playfield acres needed to meet the standard 
Was 85 acres. Fopulation projections suggest that in the year 
2000, 96 acres of open space would need to be devoted to play- 


fields in order to meet the standard. 
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Standards for playgrounds alsa recommend 1 1/4 acres per 
1,900 persons. Currently the six parks that can be classified as 
Playgrounds add up to a total of 10.4 acres. As with playfields, 
the recommended acreage needed to meet the needs of the popula- 


Bion in 1985 was SS acres. 


Size Size 
Playfields fAcres) Playgrounds LAacres) 
massidy 9.44 Fidelis Way = ale, 
Galvin « 2Q Hardiman 1.48 
Mckinney ae Dh Hobart St. 0.60 
Partsmauth St. 4,29 Hasker St. 17,00 
Ringer i285 Jayce iS 
Smith 14.909 Peanniman St. _O. 94 
Tatal Acreage ot. 2 dos 3 


Althcugh playfields and playgrounds are located in several 
lecations in Allston Brighton, seme of the sites are less than 
the minimum size that open space standards recommend. It is 
recommended that playfields range in size from 6 to 15 acres. 
Mast of the playfields in Allsten-Brightoan are of sufficient 
size. The recommended size for playgrounds is 3 to 6 acres. 

Only the Fidelis Way playground meets the recommended size far 
playgrounds. 

Another way to compare the amount of aspen space in different 
parts of Allston-Brighton is to determine the amount of city-- 


owned open space in each of the IPOD subareas. 


subarea Acres 
A 2105 
B O. 94 
> pgm fe, a fees 
D 29.16 
E 19.33 
Fa a 
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Subareas B, E, and F alsa have MDC open space along the 
Charles Fiver. Subareas A and D also have MDC spen space at the 
Chestnut Hill Reservoir. The vast majority of the urban wilds 
sites are located in subarea D in Brightean, with a few urban 
Wilds sites in subarea C. 

The Cammeanwealth Avenue Corridear (subarea AI is lined with 
densely-built, three or more story, multiple unit dwellings. The 
density of development in this area has resulted in little sapen 
space between or behind these buildings. In addition to the lack 
of private open space in the area along Commeanwealth Avenue, the 
amaunt of public open space provided is inadequate for the number 
af people living in the area. 

In 1985, 80% af households in Allstoan-Brightan rented 
housing. 714 af rented heusing units were in buildings of five 
or more units. The Commeanwealth sub-neighborhoascd contains SS% af 


the large residential buildings which have five or more units. 


In the Commonwealth area, those whoa live near the Chestnut Hill 
Reservoir have access to the 3S acres of public apen space at the 
reservoir site. However, much of the Commonwealth area is not 


within easy access of the reservoir. Those living to the 
northeast of Washington Street in the high-density Commanwealth 
area have only the 12.4 acre Finger Park and the S acre Fidelis 
Way park within reasonable distance. 

The tee of lower inceme persens in the neighborhood is a 
factor to be considered when determining the need for open 


space. In Allsteon-Brightoan, 43% of families earned less than 
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$15,000 in 1985. S2% of neighborhood families paid 30% or more 
ot their inceme for housing in 1985. This suggests that there 
are a significant number of Allston-Brighton residents who may 
have greater need of public recreation areas due to limited 
incomes which reduce the amount of recreational options they may 
be able toa afford. 

The majority of persons in Allston-Brighton--51.4%--are 
between the ages of 20 and S4. Children and teenagers make up 
fo.6% of the neighborhood population, with persons age 60 and 
aver making up 16.44% of the population, according to 1385 
population statistics. The large percentage of the population 
between the ages of 20 and S4+ create a large demand for active 
recreational facilities. Such facilities are alsa needed for the 
recreational activities af the neighborhoaod’s children and 
teenagers. The elderly are another important group in Allstoan- 
Brighton and their open space and recreational needs must also be 
addressed along with the needs of the younger residents of the 


neiqghberhoad. 


RECOMMENDAT IONS 
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